
On Tuesday, 20 January 2009 a Meeting of Trefeurig Community Council was held in 
Hen Ysgol Trefeurig at 7.00 pm 
PRESENT: Cllrs R Owen was in the Chair and all Members were present with the 
exception of Cllr K Walker who was representing the Council at the One Voice Wales 
Area Meeting in Aberaeron 
 
Cllr Owen welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2009 including the representative 
of Age Concern Ceredigion, Mrs G Raw Rees. Mrs Raw Rees was invited to address the 
Meeting. She described the aims, services, and support offered through Age Concern 
in Ceredigion and explained its funding. She expressed the hope that residents might 
offer their service as Community Champions. The talk was followed by a brief question 
& answer session and following a vote of thanks Mrs Raw Rees left at 7.30 pm, and the 
Council Meeting opened. 
 
2405 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Walker 
2406 Personal Matters: The Members joined the Chairman in expressing their good 

wishes to Cllr and Mrs Mervyn Hughes on the arrival of their first grandchild. 
 It was also RESOLVED to send a letter of congratulations to Elinor Thorogood of 

Penrhyncoch who is a member of the GB Junior TriathlonTeam that recently won a 
Bronze Medal at the Junior Olympics in  Australia 

2407 Disclosure of Personal/Prejudicial Interest: None received 
2408 Confirmation of Minutes (Enclosure A): It was RESOLVED to confirm as a true 

record the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 December 2008. The following matters 
arising from the Minutes were discussed:- 

 Ungritted roads: A report on Cty Cllr D Suter’s Meeting with the Highway Dept to 
discuss lack of gritting on rural roads is awaited. With regard to the Community 
Council’s requests for grit bins to be provided at vulnerable sites within the 
Community; in a verbal reply the Highway Dept stated that the named sites do not 
meet the criteria for additional grit bins 

 Trefeurig Community Map: A draft copy of the Map is awaited 
2409 Reports on Meetings attended by Members representing the Community 

Council: 
 Ysgol Trefeurig Development Group – Funding advice: In a written report Cllr K 

Walker stated that she had attended a Meeting at Ysgol Trefeurig on 9 January. The 
Speaker, Mr Geoff Jones of WCVA gave the Group helpful advice regarding loans 
that are available for long-term funding of their Project 

 Nant y Moch Windfarm Community Liaison Group: In a written report accompanied by 
a copy of the Minutes Cllr K Walker gave an account of the inaugural meeting of the 
Liaison Group held in Talybont on 21 November 2008. This was accompanied by a 
request from the Community Liaison Officer for the Council to discuss the revised 
Community Engagement Plan and the Terms of Reference with a view to authorising 
their representative to accept these on the Council’s behalf at the next Liaison Group 
Meeting on 17th February. 

 After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the Chair and Vice-Chair will study the 
documents in detail and, if satisfied with the contents, will authorise Cllr Walker as 
Council representative to sign the documents 

The following correspondence/documents were received and considered: 
2410 Ceredigion re street lighting: To reduce costs Ceredigion has resolved to switch off 

the majority of street lights between midnight and 5 am.  Councils wishing to keep 
some or all lights on within their community will be responsible for the costs. A 
proposal was put forward for five lamps between the Post Office and Tyddyn Seilo in 
Penrhyncoch to be kept on. This was defeated.It was RESOLVED to notify 
Ceredigion that no request  will be made to keep lights on within Trefeurig Community 

2411 Proposal to change postal address: Regarding the request to change the postal 
address of properties within Penbontrhydybeddau, Royal Mail has asked for 
clarification of the boundaries of the village. RESOLVED to make enquiries 
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2412 Ceredigion Planning Dept newsletter: A newsletter setting out the department’s 
plans to improve the Service was distributed to all members 



2413 Code of Conduct Training: Invitation to Training Session in Aberystwyth at 6.00 pm 
on Wednesday 28th January. RESOLVED Cllrs M Evans and K Walker to attend 

2414 Campaign to establish a Veterinary College in Aberystwyth: The Council 
unanimously agreed to write to Jane Hutt AM, The Minister for Education at the 
Welsh Assembly, to express support for the campaign spearheaded by Mr Penri 
James to establish a Veterinary College in Aberystwyth 

2415 Ceredigion’s Children & Young People’s Plan 2008-2011, and 
 Ceredigion Draft Play Strategy 2008:  RESOLVED to pass to Cllr Mrs Price to read 
2416 Shelter Cymru: Request to attend a Meeting to discuss its work. RESOLVED to 

invite a representative to the March meeting 
2417 Ceredigion 2008 Crime & Disorder Assessment & Questionnaire: After 

discussion it was RESOLVED not to respond to this lengthy document. A response 
was submitted to a similar Police questionnaire in November 2008 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
2418 Copies of the bank balances at 31.12.08 were checked by the Council. These 

showed  
 Business Money Manager Acc: £8,026.30. Community Acc: £1,000.45 Total 

£9,026.45 
2419 Increase in translation costs: Notice received that translation costs will increase by 

£2 to £47 per 1,000 words from January 2009. RESOLVED to accept 
The following invoices were checked and payment was agreed: 
2420 L Griffiths: Translation costs for November & December 08: £128.33 cheque 889 
2421 Cllr DR Morgan: Travel to Meeting at Pontrhydfendigaid 11/10/08 - £22.15 cheque 

890 
2422 Cllr K Walker: Travel to (i) Meeting at Talybont 25/11/08 and (ii) Meeting at 

Aberaeron  02/12/08 - £38.42 cheque 891 
2423 Viking Direct: Replacement Printer Drum - £58.48+ Vat £8.92: £68.40 cheque 892 
2424 Review of Council Budget for financial year ending 31/03/09 (Enclosure B): 
 In a review of the Council’s Budget of £15,000 for the current financial year Enclosure 

B   demonstrated financial transactions from 1st April to 31st December 2008 and 
showed receipts totalling £15,671.15 against expenditure of £7,715.13 leaving a 
balance of £7,956.02; confirmed by Bank Reconciliation and checked against Bank 
Statements; Receipts & Payments Book and cheque book. 

 
 In reviewing the budget from 1st January to 31st March 2009 it was agreed that Capital 

Expenditure of £655 is earmarked for the Trefeurig Area Map; £3,400 for donations 
and £1,728 is estimated for general expenditure.(including OVW Membership Fee; 
translation costs, office supplies, telephone charges, postage, rents & room hire, dog 
bin emptying, salary and travel costs). Total estimated costs to 31.03.09 - £5,783.  
At the end of the financial year therefore, the Council should have a balance of 
approximately £1,502 plus a Vat refund for the period 01.02.08 - 31.12.08 of £611:  
Total £2113  

 
2425 To consider applications for financial donations for 2008/09: It was RESOLVED 

to postpone this item to the next meeting 
 
2426 To consider the budget for 2009/2010 (Enclosure C) 
 In discussing the aims of the Council for the 2009/10 financial year, it was 

RESOLVED that In view of the current financial crisis every effort would be made to 
keep expenditure at a similar level to this year’s. No major project will be initiated but 
the Council will continue to support Neuadd y Penrhyn Committee’s proposals to 
refurbish or replace the Village Hall; The Ysgol Trefeurig Development Group with 
their plans for the old school and give financial help to other local groups where 
appropriate 

 
 To help in the preparation of the 2009/10 budget Enclosure “C” was  drawn up 

to allow members to compare the estimated and actual costs incurred in the 
present financial year and to decide what sum to allocate for various items in 
2009/10 
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 After lengthy discussion the proposed budget was decided as follows:- 
 Capital Expenditure - £1,500: A reduction of £1,000 on the current year 
 Items under consideration include a notice board and possible replacement of office 

equipment. It was decided not to include additional dog bins or extra footway lights 
 Donations - £3,500: This amount remains unchanged 

Contingency Fund - £1,000: This remains unchanged 
 General Expenditure - £8,000: Adjustments were made to amounts allocated to 

various items but the total remains the same. (General Expenditure includes 
administration costs - £4,107; Maintenance & repairs - £840; Salary & travel costs - 
£3,053). 

 £14,000 is needed to fund this budget. 
This will be made up of the estimated £2,113 brought forward from the 2008/09 
budget plus a Precepted sum of £12,000.  It was RESOLVED to approve the 
budget 

 
2427 Setting the Precept for 2009/10 
 Following the Council’s decision to agree a budget of £14,000; it was RESOLVED to 

Precept the sum of £12,000 on Ceredigion County Council for the financial year 
ending 31 March 2010. This, together with the balance of approximately £2,113 
carried forward from the current financial year will enable Trefeurig Community 
Council to meet its commitments 

 
2428 A review of the Council’s Risk Assessment: It was RESOLVED to postpone this 

item to the February meeting 
 
2429 The following planning decision was noted: 
 A071015 Land adj Penrhyncoch Post Office – erection of dwelling. Permission 

granted 
2430 Confirmation of next Meeting: 
 The next meeting will be held on Tuesday February 17th 2009 at 7.00 pm.  In Neuadd 

y Penrhyn if repairs have been carried out to the heating system. If not, an alternative 
venue will be booked. 

2431 It was agreed to include the following items on the next agenda: 
 Parking on footpath in Penrhyncoch;     Llwyn Prysg – overhanging tree branches 
 Completion of Penrhyncoch Safe Route to School 
  
The Meeting closed at 9.25 pm 
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